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credit of tlie State of Wisconsin. Tlie 
attitude tliat lias been taken by this State, 
is tlie attitude that properly belongs to 
every State 011 earth. I t is the attitude 
of the United States Government, the 
Constitution of which forbids Congress to 
have anything to do with religion.

There is no State on earth, neither by 
executive, legislative, nor judicial process 
tha t has any means of discovering and 
deciding authoritatively what are “ the 
Christian Scriptures,” or who is A lm ighty 
God. There is no executive, nor legisla- 
tive, nor judicial power, or authority  on 
earth  that has any righ t to decide for 
anybody w hat system of religion that 
person shall study or read, or hear read ; 
nor have the men who compose any of 
these departments of government any 
power to decide for anybody, but their 
own individual selves, what religion is, 
what “ the Christian Scrip tures” are, or 
who the Lord is. W hat means has any 
man, elected to office, of discovering after 
his election, w hat is the tru th  in religion, 
that he had not before ? The men who 
oppose this decision, including, we are 
persuaded, Mr. McAtee himself, would 
deny the righ t of any one man, in his 
place simply as a man among men, to 
decide for anybody else what God it is 
he shall honor, or w hat religion it is which 
he shall receive. This being so in the 
case of men before they are elected to 
office, w hat is there in their election, or 
in the position to which they are elected 
which instantly  clothes them with a 
power which neither they, nor those who 
elected them had before they were chosen 
to such office ? The claim that men sit- 
ting in Supreme Court, or in any other 
'court on earth, or in any department of 
government, are clothed with such power, 
or authority , or right, is in principle only 
the old claim of the divine righ t of kings, 
and of the present claim of the infallibility 
of popes. I t  is, in principle, a claim that 
there is a divinity th a t hedges the office 
itself, and th a t he who attains to the office 
becomes, by that means, clothed with the 
divine righ t to act authoritatively in the
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in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
The Christian who desires to go beyond 
these scriptures and compel men to believe, 
or to act as though they believed, should 
stop and ask if he has not himself lost the 
Spirit of Christ, if indeed he ever had it. 
“ The fru it of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” W hoever.has the 
Spirit of Christ will bring forth the fruits 
of the S p irit; and 44 if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ he is none of h is,” 
even though he may be called by his 
name. Said the Saviour: 44 Not every 
one tha t saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
tha t doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven.”

Divine Right and  P r e c e d e n t .

I n view of the proposed Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, 
m aking C hristianity an essential part of 
the public-school curriculum, and also the 
Edmunds Bill for the establishment of 
a national university in which 4 4 Chris- 
tian theology ” shall be taught, the ques- 
tion of the Bible in the public schools 
anywhere in the country is a national 
question. The principles involved in the 
W isconsin case, therefore, are just as 
much national as though it were a case 
in a Federal court itself. W e have given 
the Supreme Court side of this case quite 
fully and repeatedly in T h e  S e n t in e l ; 
but what some would call the other 
side has not been noted so fully. There 
has been issued by the Rev. W . H. 
McAtee, D. D., of Madison, Wisconsin, a 
pamphlet of seventy-two !)ages, entitled, 
“ Must the Bible Go? a Review of the 
Decision of the Supreme Court of Wis- 
cousin in the Edgerton Bible Case,” which 
we must notice. In  the beginning of the 
prefatory note he says:—

No American State has ever taken the attitude 
toward the Christian Scriptures and the worship of 
Almighty God, now assumed by Wisconsin. Five 
have expressedly refused to do so; and in no other 
has the question ever been raised.

This is just tha t much more to the
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I t is stated that, according to a recent 
ukase of the Czar, no person who is not 
of the Christian faith  will be allowed to 
serve on a jury, unless by the special ap- 
proval of the Minister of the Interior, and 
of the Minister of Justice. Of course to be 
a Christian in Russia, means being a mem- 
ber of the Greek C hurch ; w hat it would 
mean in this country, should the National 
Reformers be successful, remains to be seen; 
probably membership in any of the so- 
called orthodox churches would fill the 
bill.

A n infidel paper says: 44 I t  is hard for 
a Christian to be tolerant; to be just. 
There is somewhat in C hristianity that 
makes its adherents bigots.” This is a 
m istake; those who are called Christians 
are often bigoted and intolerant, but the 
spirit of true Christianity is opposed to 
bigotry and intolerance. The fundam ental 
principle of Christianity is, 4 4 All things 
whatsoever ye would th a t men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them ,” and this 
leaves no room for bigotry and intolerance.

The gospel of Christ is a gospel of peace, 
not a gospel of force. Said the Saviour: 
“  Behold, I send you forth  as sheep among 
wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves.” Acting under 
the divine commission to !)reach the gos- 
pel, the apostles went forth, not appealing 
to hum an governments to compel men to 
accept their message, bu t beseeching men 
“ by the meekness and gentleness of 
C hrist.” Said the apostle: “ Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by u s ; we pray you
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is, we must not forget, a representative 
National Reformer, says, tha t the State 
should prohibit idolatry on the part of the 
Romanist. But the Romanist denies that 
he is an idolater. He will adm it th a t he 
bows to pictures and images, but will 
stoutly assert tha t they are simply sym- 
bols of the Unseen, to which his worship 
is in reality directed, and that the image 
or picture is only for the purpose of as- 
sisting his faith. I t is true that, as Prot- 
estants, we call that idolatry, and such it 
is ;. but covetousness is also idolatry (Col. 
3:5), and is just as tru ly  a transgression 
of the divine law as are the more gross 
forms of idolatry. Shall we then punish 
covetousness ?

But it may be said that the law can 
only take cognizance of the outward acts, 
and that while it may punish a man for 
bowing down before an image, it cannot 
punish him for the thoughts and intents 
of the heart, because man cannot deter- 
mine the thoughts of the heart. But if 
the State is the keeper of the law, and is 
to enforce the law as the laiv of God, 
where or how shall we draw the line ? Is 
it not as certain tha t the man, who shows 
by his every-day life that he is covetous, 
is a violator of the divine law, as it is 
that the man, who prays to a picture of 
the-Virgin Mary, is an idolater ? I t may 
even be the case, and it is often true, that 
such an one is in every way a better 
citizen, a better neighbor, and a better 
man, than the one who is covetous. 
Moreover, it is just as easy to demonstrate 
to the satisfaction of an im partial person 
tha t the one is an idolater, as it is to show 
that the other is an idolater. The occa- 
sional act of the one shows tha t he is 
guilty of violating the second command- 
ment, while the whole life of the other, 
his every business transaction, all his 
dealings with his neighbors, show con- 
clusively that he violates the same com- 
mandment. Shall the law lay its hand 
upon the one, and spare the other ?— 
Certainly not.

Properly speaking, the State is not the 
keeper pf the law. There is no part of 
the law of God which can be enforced as 
such, by civil government. For instance, 
it is w ithin the physical power, though 
not w ithin the proper sphere of govern- 
ment, to compel its citizens to refrain 
from ordinary labor upon Sunday, or on 
any other day of the week tha t it may see 
fit, bu t it is not w ithin the power of any 
government to compel its citizens to obey 
the fourth commandment. That com- 
mandment says, 44 Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it h o ly ;” and simply resting 
from labor is by no means all th a t is re- 
quired in that commandment. According 
to Isa. 58: 13, true Sabbath keeping is not 
only to refrain from labor on the Sabbath,, 
but to 4 4 call the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honorable.” And this, 
civil government cannot compel; therefore,

of governmental oppression that m ight be 
committed, th a t has not abundant prece- 
dent. There is not a step tha t has ever 
been taken in hum an progress tha t has not 
had to be taken against universal prece- 
dent. As a guidet in hum an conduct, it is 
principle and not precedent that should 
be followed. The question can never be 
rightly  asked in any such case, 44W hat 
has been done?” but in every such case 
the question m ust be, 44 W hat ought to be 
done ? ” To rest upon what has been
done, is precedent; and tha t is stagnation. 
To inquire *what ought to be done, is 
principle; and th a t is progress.

W e have not space to enlarge more at 
this time upon this point, we only say, 
precedent lawyers, precedent judges, and 
precedent courts are the bane of States 
and nations. And precedent preachers 
are the bane of the hum an race.

A. T. J.

Civil G o v ern m en t  and th e  Divine Law.

T h e  National Reform theory is that 
civil government is not a voluntary asso- 
ciation, but a divine institution, and that 
it is clothed with authority  and power 
tha t transcend all hum an institutions. 
Its design, they assert, is not the securing 
of hum an rights, bu t the suppression of 
wrong and promulgation of good. 44 Civil 
government, ” says Rev. Foster, one of the 
National Reform secretaries, 44 is the 
keeper of both tables of the law. ” W e 
have often shown in these columns that 

-the theory th a t the State, or civil govern- 
ment, is the keeper of the law of God or of 
any part of it, is most mischievous, for the 
reason tha t it makes men judges of that 
law, and destroys direct individual account- 
ability to God. If God has made the 
State the custodian of his law, he has also 
made it the interpreter and expounder of 
his law, and it is the duty of the people 
to receive the law from the State. This 
is substantially the claim made by the 
Papal Church, a claim which Protestants 
hold to be blasphemous. But if it be bias- 
phemy when made by a church, is it not 
even more so when made in behalf of the 
State ?

But, perhaps, for the purpose of this 
article, the proposition that civil govern- 
ment is the keeper of the divine law will 
be best examined in .the light of the more 
explicit statement made by Mr. Foster, 
namely, tha t 44the State is the keeper of 
the second commandment, and should pro- 
hibit idolatry either on the part of the 
Chinaman or Rom anist.” Now if the 
proposition be correct that the State is 
the keeper of the divine law, the conclu- 
sion that it is in duty bound to enforce th a t 
law cannot be avoided. But let us exam- 
ine this a little and see how it would 
work.

Passing by all Chinamen as idolaters 
of the most gross sort, we will apply this 
rule to the Romanist. Mr. Foster, who

place of God, and to decide the things of 
God for all the people.

The attitude assumed by the Supreme 
Court of Wisconsin, therefore, in which is 
denied the principles of the divine right, 
and the infallibility, of office, is the cor- 
rect attitude. Its refusal to assume a 
power th a t by no possible means can be- 
long to it, is altogether to its everlasting 
honor; and tha t it was done in the face of 
precedents, even though the precedents 
m ight have been much more numerous, 
is just so much more to the honor of the 
Court. To have followed the precedents of 
the five States referred to by Mr. McAtee, 
would have been only to follow precedents 
th a t are essentially wicked, because those 
precedents themselves follow other prece- 
dents which are an essential part of the 
Papal system of Church and State, which 
is the very 44m ystery of in iquity .” This 
in fact is v irtually  confessed by McAtee, 
in another place. On page sixty, he 
says:—

The very fact that it is without precedent in all 
history, is enough to startle the most indifferent. 
No other State in Christendom has ever dispensed 
with the Christian Scriptures in its educational sys- 
tern, much less in its penal, reformatory and chari- 
table institutions.

Suppose it be so, tha t does not prove the 
decision to be wrong; because the same 
precedent which proves th a t no other State 
in Christendom has ever dispensed with 
this, will likewise prove th a t no other State 
has dispensed with an established religion, 
with injustice to its people in religious 
things, or with persecution for conscience’ 
sake. And these we all know are wrong. 
In  short, the only way th a t the Court 
could be righ t in this, was to act contrary 
to all the precedents of Christendom and 
of history. And the safest th ing for Wis- 
cousin or any other State to do in this line, 
is always to go directly contrary to the 
precedents of Christendom and of all his- 
tory.

But the idea that any court should 
decide any case upon the merit of prec- 
edents is just as far wrong as is the claim 
that a fallible court should assume the 
prerogative of infallibility, or that a 
power, th a t is merely the collective, repre- 
sentative will of the people, should assume 
to act by divine right. A court that de- 
cides any case upon precedent ceases to 
be a court of justice, in any true sense of 
the word, for th a t is simply to abdicate 
its own functions and its own reason as 
a court, and pass off upon the people the 
will of some other court, chosen by some 
other people and representing the will of 
an entirely different class from those who 
established the court. For any court of 
justice, or any lawyer, or any man, to al- 
low his honest convictions to be swayed 
by precedent, is to deny himself; and 
when he does so in a representative capac- 
ity, it is to deny the people whom he 
represents.

There is not a judicial crime, nor a form
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and duty to the State. This is the pliilos- 
ophy of paganism, of Dr. Parkhurst, of 
the Union Signal, and of many others in 
this day. Christianity separates the things 
of God from the things of the.S tate; sepa- 
rates duty to God from duty to the State, 
and renders to God th a t which is God’s, 
and to Caesar that which is Caesar’s.

A. T. J.

C h ica g o  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

W h il e  the Commissioners of the Co- 
lumbian Exposition are busying themselves 
in settling the m atter whether the fair 
shall be on the Lake F ront or not, and 
while they are deciding who is the best 
man to place at the helm to guide the 
mammoth undertaking to success, and 
while the Illinois Legislature is planning 
for special legislation to give Chicago the 
legal righ t to raise, in the way they de- 
sire, the necessary funds for the great 
fair; the clergy and others, in Chicago, 
are agitating the question thus early as 
to whether or not the Exposition shall be 
opened on Sunday.

Dr. U tter, of the U nitarian persuasion, 
expressed himself recently as very decid- 
edly in favor of opening on Sunday. This 
drew from the ranks of the Sunday-clos- 
ing advocates a volley, threatening the 
divine vengeance if the Nation should add 
rebellion to impiety, by opening on Sunday 
an exhibition upon which the gaze of the 
world was fixed. Dr. Henson, in particu- 
lar, threatened fearful judgm ents if the 
great “ American S abbath” should be so 
disregarded. He advocated the idea, 
strongly, th a t Chicago should be made 
a model Christian city before the fair 
comes off, so th a t the inhabitants of the 
Old W orld could see a living example of 
w hat C hristianity would do for a nation.

As we listened to the reverend gentle- 
man giving utterance to the above 
thoughts, we could not refrain from so- 
liloquizing. W e will suppose the great 
Exposition on the Lake Front, as proposed; 
and in our im agination we will behold 
every door barred against the visitor 
whose conscience would not condemn him 
for going on Sunday; the perfect quiet of 
the ideal Sabbath reigns throughout the 
entire grounds occupied by the prodigious 
exhibit; people from every corner of the 
earth  are there; and as they witness the 
“ Sabbath h u sh ” of the fair, the first 
thought will be, c ‘ w hat good people must 
dwell in the immediate surroundings of 
such‘an enclosure, fortified by all the in- 
signia of outw ard piety.” And, since the 
fair cannot be visited on Sunday, the 
visitor starts through the city to form 
an acquaintance with some of these 
good people. Before fairly entering the 
thronged streets he sees the glittering 
sign of a saloon, and, perhaps, hears the 
carousals of debauchery within. W liila 
this shakes his exalted ideas of Chicago a 
little, he is ready to excuse it by thinking

ments never would have been known. 
The very idea of government which Na- 
tional Reformers advocate, is responsible 
for the barbarities and iniquities of all the 
despotic Governments in the world; and 
the only wonder is tha t citizens of the 
United States could for a moment enter- 
tain  such a proposition. I t  is as clear as 
the noonday sun th a t the National Reform 
theory is at variance w ith the principles of 
this Government, and to carry out the Na- 
tional Reform idea would be simply to 
overthrow republican institutions.

C. P. B.

Political Divinity.

A sh o rt  time ago, we printed in T h e  
S e n t in e l  the statement of Rev. Dr. Park- 
hurst, of this city, th a t “ it is as much a 
Christian’s duty to love his country, as his 
God ; ” th a t “ the stars and stripes ought 
to be as much a part of a m an’s religion 
as the Sermon on the M ount; ” and th a t 
“ it is as much the Christian’s duty to go 
to the polls and vote on election day, as 
to go to the Lord’s table on communion 
day.”

If this be correct it would be proper to 
interpret the Scriptures accordingly, and 
read, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy  God, 
and thy  country w ith all thy  heart, and 
with all thy  soul, and with all thy  mind, 
and with all thy  strength .” And as we read 
at the close of the Sermon on the Mount,
4 c W hosoever lieareth these sayings of 
mine and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man which built his house 
upon a ro c k ;” it would be proper also to 
read in connection therew ith something 
like this, “ Whosoever, therefore, heareth 
the laws enacted under the stars and 
stripes, and doeth them, the same shall be 
likened unto a man which built his house 
upon a rock,” etc.

I t is not necessary to go any fu rther in 
this. This is sufficient to show how nearly 
akin to blasphemy such a sentiment is. 
But Dr. Parkhurst is not alone in this 
sentiment tha t reduces divine things to 
the level of hum an and political things. 
The Union Signal runs in the same line. 
An editorial, in its issue of A pril 10, says:—

In this country where the ballot is the badge of 
sovereignty, and every voter is a sovereign, no more 
sacred act can any man perform than that of voting.

This likewise puts the most sacred acts 
upon a level w ith those of mere hum an 
and political expediency. I t is neither 
surprising nor inappropriate, therefore, to 
find the Signal next referring to Plato for 
an example in political philosophy. This 
is perfectly proper, for the sentiment itself 
is pagan, and it is only righ t th a t a pagan 
should be appealed to. I t  is a pagan sen- 
tim ent only th a t makes political things 
divine. In  the philosophy of paganism, 
the State is the supreme deity. A ll politi- 
cal things, therefore, are of the highest 
order of sacredness, and there is no such 
thing as a distinction between duty to God

it is impossible for civil government to 
enforce the fourth com m andm ent; neither 
can civil government enforce any other 
commandment as the law of God. Take, 
for example, the sixth. The Saviour said 
that he tha t hatetli his brother is a mur- 
derer. A man m ay manifest all the ha- 
tred of which he is capable, and may even 
express th a t hatred, and yet the civil law 
cannot lay hold upon him  as a murderer. 
True, if he makes threats, th a t is, if he 
declares his intentions to use violence, the 
law can place him under bonds to keep 
the peace. I t may be demonstrated as 
fully as hum an testimony can demonstrate 
anything, th a t his heart is full of hatred, 
and yet no one would say th a t the civil 
law ought to touch him. Still, in the sight 
of God the man is a m urderer. The 
seventh commandment furnishes another 
illustration, which we need not dwell 
upon, as all are fam iliar w ith the teacji- 
ings of the Saviour on tha t point. And 
this is sufficient to show th a t civil govern- 
ment cannot enforce the law of God.

There is another feature of this m atter 
which demands attention, namely, the 
fact previously referred to, th a t to at- 
tem pt to enforce the decalogue would be 
to constitute men judges of the divine 
law. God is the interpreter of his own 
law. Hum an beings differ in their inter- 
pretations of th a t law. Of this, the second 
commandment furnishes an illustration, 
as already shown. The Protestant says 
tha t bowing to an image or picture is 
idolatry; this the Romanist denies. Now 
who shall judge between them, and decide 
which is righ t ? If it were the prerogative 
of civil government to decide this question, 
then, if the judge were a Protestant he 
would decide from a Protestant standpoint, 
and the Papist would be punished for the 
use of pictures and images. But suppose 
the judge himself were a Papist, he would 
then decide th a t such worship was not idol- 
atry, and the accused would go free. Thus, 
it appears th a t th a t which is idolatry to- 
day, m ight be held to be perfectly righ t to- 
m orrow ; or th a t which would be decided 
to be idolatry in New York, m ight be held 
to be perfectly innocent in New Jersey; 
and yet, in both instances, according to 
National Reform logic, the decision would 
be rendered by the duly authorized agent 
of the Alm ighty.

If indeed it were true th a t civil govern- 
ment is ordained of God, in the sense in 
which National Reformers claim that it 
is, then the Government ^of Spain in the 
days of the Inquisition was just as tru ly  
a Government of God, as is the Govern- 
ment of England or the Government of 
the United States to-day. But it cannot 
be true th a t governments are ordained of 
God in tha t sense, for if it were true God 
would be the m inister of sin. “ Govern- 
m ents,” says the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, “ derive their ju st powers from the 
consent of the governed;” and had this 
maxim always prevailed, despotic govern-
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essary that what is thus held to be the 
government, shall be a distinct entity, a 
personality, possessing an intelligence of 
as high an order, and as real, as that which 
is found in each individual soul. W here, 
then, we ask again, is there in a gov- 
ernment any such intelligent personality 
as is thus shown to be essential ? There 
is no such th in g ; there never was any such 
thing, and there never can be any such 
thing.

W hile it may be freely admitted that 
God asks hum an intelligences to individ- 
ually acknowledge him as the source of 
their existence and happiness, the fore- 
going clearly shows th a t there is no 
ground for the assertion that a nation 
is a moral being, simply because it is ore of 
God’s creatures. W e do not, however, ad- 
m it the proposition th a t nations are, prop- 
erly speaking, creatures of G od; but could 
i t .b e  positively shown th a t nations are 
the direct creatures of God, it would in no 
wise follow th a t they, as such, are there- 
fore capable of recognizing moral obliga- 
tion, which requires special intelligence 
of, and full belief in, a personal Supreme 
Being. Nations being only political bodies 
of men, a portion of whom are in doubt 
upon the question of a personal God, it 
cannot be tru ly  said tha t any whole na- 
tion entertains such a belief. I t may be 
contended that, because a m ajority of those 
in a nation do believe in a personal God, 
th a t is, therefore, the faith  of the nation. 
But such a claim does not change the facts 
of the case. Since the m ajority in a 11a- 
tion cannot bear moral responsibility for 
the m inority, they cannot represent their 
religious belief or moral standing. Then, 
just in proportion as the individuals who 
constitute the nation personally fail to 
tru ly  recognize God, the nation itself is 
lacking in that particular, and no ma- 
jority  representation can make it other- 
wise.

The tru th  of the m atter is, that while 
each person in the world is a living and 
conscious moral unit, no collection of 
such units, however large, or in whatever 
m anner related to each other, can possibly 
transfer their personal, moral obligations 
to the political body, and thus make it a 
moral person. This idea holds even in 
the Church of God. There, the standing 
of one member in no way represents the 
standing of another. One member cannot 
worship for any one else, neither does the 
fact th a t he is enrolled as a member with 
others who have genuine faith  in the 
tenets of the Church, ensure him  salvation 
w ith the others, except he has a personal, 
living faith  for himself. Then, if the 
Church, which was instituted for purely 
moral purposes, cannot unite into one, the 
moral units of its organization, how much 
less can a nation do it which is established 
on an entirely different basis, and for a 
wholly different purpose.

Every one in a nation may have as 
much personal faith in God, as the mem­

waits for a great fair to move him to ac- 
tion ? But, personally, I have as much 
faith in the idea that Sodom could have 
been converted, as I have in the con- 
version of Chicago. But so great is this 
Sunday-law panacea for all moral ills, that 
its advocates would say by their actions 
and words, “ Only give us a lever by 
which we can close the Exposition on 
Sunday, and Chicago is instantly trans- 
formed into a city of saints.”

In regard to some of their plans, to 
secure such would-be benefits for Chicago, 
I will speak in another letter.

A. O. T a it .

T h e  S ta te  C annot Be Relig ious.

It is affirmed by those who demand 
religious legislation, that God requires 
from all nations, an acknowledgment of 
his supreme authority, in recognition of 
his prospering care over them, on the 
ground tha t they are the creatures of 
God, and therefore stand in the same 
relation to him morally, as hum an beings. 
But, if nations ought to acknowledge God’s 
authority  over them, solely on account of 
being his creatures, then all created beings 
should certainly be required to do the 
same. Such a rule, however, presents one 
very formidable objection, which briefly 
stated is th is: Any outward acknowledge 
ment of Deity, is a form of worship ren- 
dered in recognition of moral responsi- 
b ility ; and any form of worship is a 
devotional, or religious act. But every 
religious act must, of necessity, spring 
from some preconceived opinion regard- 
ing religious doctrine, which requires a 
certain degree of intelligence.

I t does not follow, then, th a t because 
some existing thing is a creature of God, 
it is therefore charged with mofal re- 
sponsibility. Not only does this require 
intelligence, bu t a high order of intelli- 
gence. I t is true tha t any person, who 
has mental power enough to entertain 
distinct ideas of a Supreme Being, may 
recognize his moral obligations to that 
extent that he will reverently worship 
G od; but it will readily be conceded, tha t 
there are those, such as idiots and insane 
persons, who are not capable of exercising 
this high privilege, and yet no one will 
deny tha t they are God’s creatures. There 
is still a larger class of God’s creatures— 
beasts, birds, and reptiles—that have no 
visible form of worship in recognition of 
the source of their being, because they are 
not possessed of tha t order of intelligence 
by which alone, the Creator is recognized 
as an object of worship, love, and obedi- 
ence.

The recognition of God, therefore, and 
of accountability to him, require not only 
a distinct intellectual faculty, bu t th a t of 
a high order. W here, in a government, 
shall this faculty, this intelligence, be 
found ? In  order that there may be a gov- 
ernm ental recognition of God, it is nec­

he is fallen into one of the worst places in 
the city, a little section as yet unreclaimed 
from its gross corruption, so he passes on.

As he rounds the next corner, another 
like spectacle of a slum stands out before 
h im ; a little later, a gambler allures this 
unsuspecting innocent into his net, and 
draws from him his hard-earned money. 
By this time his eyes are beginning to be 
opened to the situation, and he secures a 
copy of the Saturday Daily New s, and is 
perfectly horrified to read its bold attacks 
on the immoralities of the city. He is 
dazed as he reads about the crime on 
every hand, and his sensibilities are 
fairly paralyzed as he still further reads 
that the City Council is in connivance 
w ith these agents of lawlessness, and that 
the reputable citizen cannot be stirred to 
the importance of going to the polls to 
vote “ the rascals out.”

W ould such a spectacle make a very 
favorable impression on the visitor, from 
the Old W orld, who had not accepted 
Christ ? And yet, such is the condition of 
Chicago to-day. W ith  a saloon at every 
tu rn ; with debauchery and vice on every 
hand; with the grossest corruptions right 
in the very council chamber of the great 
city’s lawmakers; and with public senti- 
ment so sleepy on the subject, that some of 
tho Chicago papers claim that they cannot 
arouse the people to the gravity  of the 
situation, does it look much as though 
the whole city could be made a model of 
primitive Christianity before the opening 
of the Exposition in 1893 ?

Perhaps the exigencies of the situation 
will suggest to some one, the idea of cen- 
tering all the great evangelists here, to 
take the city by storm. But Mr. Moody 
has been working here for a long time, 
and w hat he lias been able to accomplish 
would only be like taking a drop from 
t lie great ocean of crime. The renowned 
Messrs. Jones and Small worked here for 
some time, but did not seem to make any 
perceptible impression on the wickedness 
of this modern Sodom. The famous 
“ Boy Preacher,” Harrison, tried his 
evangelistic skill on the wicked city, and 
only a few of its swarming inhabitants 
seemed to know he was here. W hile we 
would very seriously question whether any 
good comes oat of the kind of work done 
by some of the above named gentlemen, 
it is true that they, together with many 
evangelists of lesser note, beside the great 
a !,my of resident ministers, have been 
working away on Chicago for “ Lo! these 
many years,” and still the great crimes 
go on.

In the face of all this, is it not the 
greatest conceivable vagary for a minister 
to think and talk  of having Chicago, in 
so short a space of time, wholly w ithin 
the fold of Christ? If it could be done 
why do not the ministers who believe 

·that way, plan to do it w ithout waiting 
for the Exposition ? If it could be done, 
is not the minister committing sin who
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it is therefore admitted that all “ civil 
Sabbath ” legislation is in reality religious 
legislation.

Perhaps the fallacy of this distinction 
may be best proven by showing tha t it 
would apply equally well to all the other 
commandments in the decalogue; and that 
as the law contains the whole duty of man 
(Eccl. 12:13), therefore, by the same 
method of reasoning, all religious and 
moral duties could be enforced by law, 
for civil reasons. Take the first com- 
mandment for illustration: “ Thou shalt 
have no other Gods before me.”

I t is well known that most terrible Avars, 
and untold misery, have been inflicted by 
the nations upon themselves and one an- 
other, because of different gods or dif- 
ferent views of the same God. In fact, 
very much of the Avar and bloodshed of 
the past is traceable to the violation of 
the first commandment.

The very reason God gave that first 
commandment, was, not th a t he had a 
desire to be worshiped, but that by 
teaching all men to look up to the one God 
and Creator as their father, he m ight 
unite them all into one peaceful fa m ily  of 
brothers and sisters, instead of having the 
world divided into hostile sects and 
nations.

W hy not, then, fo r  civil reasons, that is, 
for the welfare and peace of the State, 
establish the worship of the one God, and 
carefully describe by law the character of 
this God, and state definitely what shall 
pertain to his worship ? In other words, 
why not establish a national religion at 
once, and enforce it ?

Take the second commandment as an- 
other illustration. From  violating the 
first commandment, men have been led 
onward to the violation of the second, and 
all the others of the ten.

W hy not, then, for civil reasons prohibit 
all image worship, and all violation of any 
other of the commandments ? for the 
same principle is involved throughout. 
This is the very way people have always 
reasoned when they have established State 
religions.

4 4 W ell, ” says one,4 4 why is not the reason- 
ing good ? If all this good will come from 
a unity  of faith and practice, why not en- 
force such unity  ? ” Simply because it can- 
not be done; it is u tterly  beyond the 
power of the State. The State m ight as 
well legislate to enforce an eclipse of the 
moon once a week.

In the Middle Ages, they attempted to 
enforce such a unity  of faith and practice. 
They compelled whole tribes to be bap- 
tized, and to receive the eucharist. No 
one will, to-day, claim that those poor 
unfortunates really partook of the euclia- 
rist, far less that they experienced any 
of tha t union of feeling that comes from 
a real participation in th a t sacred or- 
dinance.

Later, victorious Christian (?) kings

M ore a b o u t  th e  “ Civil S a b b a th .”

T h e  argum ent for the 44civil S abbath” 
rests on the false distinction made between 
the spiritual intent of the Sabbatic insti- 
tution, and the physical, social, and intel- 
lectual good derived from it. I t  is said 
that 44 God gave the Sabbath for a religious 
purpose — for the spiritual good of his 
children, and because it pleases him  to 
have them  meet and worship him—and 
with this of course the civil law can have 
nothing to do; but as it is discovered by 
experience tha t a great physical, social, 
and intellectual good, to the people, is de- 
rived from keeping the Sabbath, therefore 
the State may enforce such Sabbath keep- 
ing for civil reasons.”

This argum ent rests first, upon the dis- 
tinction made between the divine and 
hum an intent of the Sabbath; but secondly, 
it rests upon the assumption th a t the gov- 
ernm ent is the proper guardian of the 
physical and social good of its subjects.

Regarding this assumption, it is only 
necessary here to rem ark, th a t the mo- 
ment the government commits itself to 
such a guardianship, there is no logical 
stopping place this side of a complete su- 
pervision of the eating, bathing, sleeping, 
and dressing of all its subjects.

To say nothing of the expense and 
inconvenience of running such a govern- 
ment, and of the intolerable interference 
of the government officials with the sa- 
cred privacy of family life, it has been 
proven by experience, tha t such paternal 
guardianship on the part of the govern- 
ment, tends directly to produce, on the 
part of the people, a corresponding child- 
ish dependence. Thus, by keeping the 
mass of the people in perpetual childhood, 
and throwing all the care and responsi- 
bility of their welfare on a few persons, 
the distance, between the governing and 
the governed, is perpetually widened, and 
the tendency is directly toward monarchy 
and despotism. I t need not be said, that 
nothing could be more u tterly  subversive 
of all the principles of democracy and 
freedom than this.

Our Sunday laws in the States are relics 
of a barbarous past. And the clamor of the 
National Deformers, and the anti-American 
Sabbath Union, for national Sunday laws, 
is the asking of our Nation to commit 
itself to a theory of government which 
logically includes all the despotism and 
oppression so terribly illustrated by the 
bloody past. But, now for this distinction 
between the spiritual interest and the 
physical and social good of the Sabbath.

Mr. L. C. Inglis, in his paper, read 
at the W ashington Convention, of the 
American Sabbath Union, declared that,
4 4 practically this is a distinction without 
a difference.”

Thus the very foundation of their whole 
44 civil Sabbath” theory was declared false, 
by one of their own speakers on their own 
platform ; and as the distinction is false,

bers of a church, bu t th a t does not, there- 
fore, constitute the nation a moral being. 
Only the personal units are, or can be 
so held, and these, only because they are 
individually accountable to God’s moral 
law. Thus, we rea d : 4 4 Now we know that 
w hat things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them  who are under the law, th a t every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God.” Rom. 
3:19.

The Avords of the prophet are often 
referred to, in vindication of the idea that 
nations are moral persons: 4 4 The nation 
and kingdom that will not serve thee, 
shall perish.” But this text proves noth- 
ing of the kind. W e read in 2 Kings, 
9: 8, also, th a t : 4 4 The whole house of
Ahab shall perish ; ” but tha t certainly 
does not show th a t the house of Ahab 
was a personality composing a moral 
being, distinct from the individuals who 
formed the household. I t  could mean 
nothing more than that the persons who 
composed A hab’s household were to per- 
ish because they were all guilty  of wrong. 
But God never punishes any one for the 
sins of another, even though he may be 
connected with a guilty  party, by family 
or national ties. The assurance of this, is 
found in the words, 4 4 The soul tha t sin- 
netli, it shall die.” So, if only one of a 
nation’s representatives Avere found right- 
eous, while all the others were guilty, the 
one righteous person would be preserved, 
because of his individual integrity, while 
the others would be made to suffer for 
their individual sins only.

The apostle has positively stated that 
“ every one of us shall give account of 
himself to God.” Rom. 14:12. This 
being true, it follows that no one can do 
more than to answer for his own conduct, 
at the bar of God. In other words, since 
every one answers for himself, no one 
Avill be required to answer for him. I t is 
therefore plain that the only moral ac- 
countability which God recognizes, is 
tha t of individuals. Then, when men 
act in the capacity of statesmen, and 
administer the affairs of government, 
the incumbent of one department, cannot 
be held responsible for the Avrongs which 
he does not sanction, and which may 
be done in another departm ent with which 
he has had no connection. On the same 
principle, no government, as a whole, 
can be held morally responsible for the 
actions of even a m ajority of its represent- 
atives. I t  m atters not, therefore, with 
what body a man may be connected, that 
body is not responsible for his individual 
acts. I t  therefore follows, tha t if nations 
are not morally holden, as such, they can 
have no conscience, and of course, no re- 
ligion, and have, therefore, no righ t to 
meddle w ith m atters of religion.

J . O. C o r l iss .
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An act more effectually to prevent the profana- 
tion of the Lord’s day, commonly called the Sab- 
bath.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Tennessee, that if any merchant, artificer, trades- 
man, farmer, or any other person shall be guilty 
of doing or exercising any of the common avoca- 
tions of life or causing or permitting the same to be 
done, by his, her, or their children or servants, acts 
of real necessity or charity excepted, on the Lord’s 
day, commonly called Sabbath, such person or 
persons on due conviction thereof before any Jus- 
tice of the Peace within the county where such 
offense shall be committed, shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of three dollars, one-half to the person 
who shall sue for the same, the other half for the 
use of the county wherein such recovery may be 
had. This act was passed November 3, 1803. See 
laws of Tennessee, Scott’s Edition, Yol. 1, page 795; 
also Car. & Nich., Art. “ Sabbath,” pages 638, 639.

Can there he any doubt that the act of 
1741 was passed to favor and promote 
Christianity, and also the interests of the 
Church of England ? then the religion 
and Church of the State. Is it not equally 
plain th a t the act of 1803 was passed to 
promote and give preference to the Chris- 
tian religion ? tha t it was passed to pre- 
vent the profanation of a day sacred to 
certain persons claiming to be members of 
the Christian Church, or of certain sects 
of Christians ? This Court knows histor- 
ically, if not judicially, of the wonderful 
revivals and wide-spread religious excite- 
ment in the year 1800. They created a 
deep and lasting impression upon the peo- 
pie. They prevailed most extensively 
throughout the States of Kentucky and 
Tennessee. They were conducted princi- 
pally by the Presbyterians and Methodists, 
and the power and influence then obtained 
by the latter, are felt and seen to the pres- 
ent time.

That the act of 1803 was the result of 
those revivals, and passed in obedience to 
the behests of those churches and to con- 
form to their religious views, no one can 
doubt. That the law was enacted to com- 
pel the observance of Sunday in conform- 
ity w ith their tenets, and to coerce the 
conscience of all persons who m ight differ 
with those sects, can be denied by no can- 
did mind.

By those acts exclusive jurisdiction was 
given to Justices of the Peace, to try, and 
punish those who violate their provisions. 
For nearly a century no member of the 
Bar or Bench ever dreamed or held tha t 
the Circuit Courts of the State, had juris- 
diction over the offense, as created by 
those acts.

For a half century or more after the 
passage of the act of 1803, it was re- 
garded as the expression of earnest but 
fanatical zeal, and was allowed to fall into 
“ innocuous desuetude.” I t  is the fit 
instrum ent of petty persecution, and has 
been seldom used, even by the most ear- 
nest of zealots.

To the credit of the Christian people of 
the State, it can be tru ly  said, they have 
generally scorned to use such means of 
persecution or coercion.

NATlOIVAIv

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.

DECLARATION of PRINCIPLES.
We believe in the religion taught by J o p u s  Christ.
We believe in temperunce, and regard the liquor traffic as a 

curse to society.
We believe in supporting the civil government, and submit- 

ting to its authority.
We deny the right of any civil government to legislate on 

religious questions.
We believe it is the right, and should be the privilege, of 

every man to worship according to the dictates of his own con- 
science.

We also believe it to be our duty to use every lawful and 
honorable means to prevent religious legislation by the civil 
government; that we and our fellow-citizens may enjoy the in־ 
<*stimabl%blessings of both religious and civil liberty.

—---------------------------י
O F F I C E S .♦

43 B ond Strek t , N ew Y ork C i t y ;

225 Λ St., N. E. W ashington  ; 28 Colleg e  P lace , Chica go .

C. Eldridge, - - - - - President.
W . H. McK e e , .....................................Secretary.

A L aw yer’s  V iew  o f  th e  N a tu re  of  
S u n d a y  Laws.

I n  his brief in the well-known King 
case, recently passed upon by the Supreme 
Court of Tennessee, Col. T. E. Richard- 
son, attorney for the plaintiff in error, 
gave the following history of the law 
under which Mr. King was indicted:—

The only statutes on the subject will be 
found in the act of 1741, enacted by His 
Excellency, Gabriel Johnson, Esq., Gov- 
ernor״ by and with the consent of His 
M ajesty’s council, and General Assembly 
of the province of North Carolina; and is 
as follows:—

Whereas, in well-regulated governments effectual 
care is always taken that the day set apart for 
public worship be observed and kept holy, all and 
every person or persons whatsoever shall, on the 
Lord’s day, commonly called Sunday, carefully 
apply themselves to the duties of religion and 
piety; and no tradesman, artificer, laborer, or other 
person whatsoever, shall upon the land or water, 
do or exercise any labor, business, or work of their 
ordinary callings—works of necessity and charity 
only, excepted—nor employ themselves either in 
hunting, fishing, or fowling, nor use any game, 
sport, or play, on the Lord’s day aforesaid, or any 
part thereof, upon pain that any person so offend- 
ing, being of the age of fourteen years and upwards, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents. All and every Justice and Jus- 
tices of the Peace, within his or their respective 
counties, shall have full power and authority to 
convene before him or them, any person or persons 
who shall offend in any of the particulars before 
mentioned, in his or their hearing, or on other legal 
conviction of any such offense, and to impose the 
said fine or penalty for the same. See laws of 
Tennessee, Scott’s Edition, Vol. 1, page 55.

This act was passed when the cl lurch 
was a part of the State—when there was 
a State religion. Its purpose was that 
Sunday should be kept holy. A fter the 
Revolution, this act seems to have been 
retained amongst the statutes of North 
Carolina, as well as incorporated in the 
laws of Tennessee. And in 1803, after 
the admission of Tennessee, as a State, into 
the Union, the Legislature passed an act 
entitled as follows:—

drove hoards of the conquered barbarians 
through the rivers of their blood-stained 
lands to baptize them, and yet they were 
unbaptized still, as all must admit who 
have any true idea of baptism.

A glimmer of this tru th  seemed to dawn 
upon the minds of the bigoted Spaniards, 
who, after compelling the Moors to be 
baptized, decided tha t they were still non- 
Christian (i. e. unbaptized) dogs, and that 
they must therefore be exterminated.

This distinction between the spiritual 
intent, and the civil benefit of the law of 
God, rests on a false and arb itrary  idea of 
God’s government. I t  assumes th a t the 
pleasure of God is to domineer over his 
creatures, and if in obedience to such arbi- 
tra ry  rules, there comes any benefit to the 
people, well and good. . On the contrary, 
the highest pleasure of God, is the pleasure 
and welfare of all his creatures. There 
is nothing arb itrary  in all God’s govern- 
ment. A thing is not righ t or wrong 
simply because God said so; but God says 
so because it is so.
 There are certain principles, which in ־
the very nature of things, in all the uni- 
verse of God, m ust tend to the happiness 
of all intelligent beings, and there are 
other principles which tend to their mis- 
ery. Of the first, God said, “ Thou shalt,” 
and of the second, “ Thou shalt not.” 
Thus, all God’s law rests in his love for his 
creatures, and in his desire for their ha])- 
piness  and well-being; but this law can 
not be enforced by the civil power, and 
any attem pt to thus enforce it upon the 
people, tends, and in all history has tended, 
to their misery  and ill-being, and is, there- 
fore, u tterly  subversive of the designs of 
God’s law and government.

By this it is seen th a t the same argu- 
ment that upholds the so-called “ civil 
Sunday,” would carry the nation to any 
lengths into the iniquitous labyrinths of 
religious legislation and persecution.

G. E. F i f i e l d .

Ou r  friends who are exercised over the 
question of a Sunday law in California 
are in a great strait. They want a Sun- 
day law, but they know that the people of 
California will not listen to any talk  of 
religious legislation, and so their per- 
plexity is to have the observance of Sun- 
day enforced, and at the same time not let 
the people know that any religious legisla- 
tion is going on. The California Chris- 
Han Advocate says of the Sunday ques- 
tion: “ I t must be brought before the 
country as a civil measure, yet in such a 
way as not to secularize the day.” Ju st 
so. W e have all heard of the hunter who 
aimed at an animal so as to h it it if it was 
a deer, and to miss ·it if it was a calf. I t  
is somewhat amusing to see our friends 
attem pt this feat on the Sunday question. 
—Signs of the Times.
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HEALTH FOOD CRACKERS
H ealth  produces wealth; and pood health can  

not be made of poor material. The agitation of 
(liis health question for some years in the p a s t 
has created a demand for

H E A L T H F U L  FOODS,
in the manufacture of which we have for the past 
ten years been engaged. The demand having con- 
stantly increased, we have found it necessary to 
greatly increase our facilities by the addition of 
new and the latest improved machinery, etc. We 
are now well equipped, and prepared to fill all 
orders, and to extend our business into new fields.

Our Foods and Crackers are made from the 
choicest grains and are strictly pure, justly en- 
titling them to the name above given.

SAMPLE PACKAGES
Of assorted Health Food Crackers sent post-paid 
on receipt of fifty cents. Write for descriptive 
circular and price list to

Health Food Company,
163 W est Main St.,

B attle  Creek , M ic h .

Inks
TH E B EST

Du p l ic a t in g
F O R  U SE W IT H

‘ ‘ CYCLOSTYLE ״ ,  ‘ ‘ M IM EOGRAPH , ”  
4 ‘ COPYGRAPH. ”

Or any Duplicating Process in which a Stencil 
is used, are the

Celebrated “  Redding Inks.”
They Dry Fast, will not Blur nor Clog the sten- 

cil, Dry or Harden on Roller or Pallet, and are in 
every way

A SU PER IO R  ARTICLE.
Send for Price Lists and Samples of Work Done 
with these Inks.

REDDING INK CO.,
43 B ond St r e e t , N ew  Y o rk .

S A F E T Y  PENCIL POCKET
Neat, cheap, serviceable. They perfectly secure 

pen or pencil in the pocket, so that it cannot fall 
out when stooping. Can be easily and safely at- 
taehed to any part of the clothing. Λ small invest- 
ment will prevent the loss of a valuable pen or 
pencil.

PRICES.
No. 1 Russia leather, for 2 pens 10c.
No. 2 “ “ 3 “ 15c.
No. 3 “ metal back, 2 pens, 15c.
No. 4 “ 3 “ 20c.
No. 5 Sealskin, for 2 pens, 15c.
No. 6 ‘25 “ 3 “ ־c.
No. 7 Russia Leather, for 4 pens 25c.
No. 8 Sealskin, “ 4 “ 40c.
Sent by mail on receipt of price. We guarantee 

these pockets superior in every particular to sim- 
ilar styles formerly sold and still offered at much 
higher prices. Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
43 B ond St r e e t , N ew  Y o rk .

O r Oakland , Cal .

DO YOU
USE A FOUNTAIN PEN?

Then you need the COMBINED INK 
BOTTLE AND PEN FILLER, consisting 
of a bottle holding ink sufficient to fill a 
pen 8 or 10 times, with a Patent Rubber 
Cork and Filler, all inclosed in a neat 
wooden ease with a screw top, making 
the safest, most complete, compact, and 
convenient article for the use of travel- 
ing men and others now extant. Weighs 
when filled with ink less than three 
ounces.
Imitation Rose-wood case, 20c.
Real Box-wood, “ 50c.

Sent post-paid on receipt of price.
Address,

P A C I F I C  P R E S S  P U B .  C O . ,

T E N  L E C T U R E S
ON

NASAL C A TA R R H
Its Nature, Causes, Prevention, and Cure, and Diseases of the 

Throat, Eye, and Ear, due to Nasal Catarrh; 
with a chapter of

CHOI CE P R E S C R I P T I O N S
BY J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

Medical Superintendent of the Larged Medical and Surgical 
Sanitarium in the World.

The work consists of 120 ]!ages, and is embellished with a colored frontis- 
piece and SIX BEA U T IFU L L Y  COLORED PLATES, besides many 
illustrative cuts of the throat and nasal cavity in health and disease. This little 
work costs only 3 0  c e n ts ,  and is in great demand.

PACIFIC PR E SS PU BLISH IN G  CO.,
43 Bond Street, New Y ork.

Or Oakland, Cal.

N E W  E D IT IO N S

CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION
In E n g lish  an d  G erm an

By A. T. JO N E S,

H Y G I E N I C .P E E R L E S S .

One of the Editors of the A merican S en t in e l .

Scriptural, Logical, Plain, and Forcible.
This Important W ork Shows Clearly the Relation that Should Exist 

between Church and State at the Present Time, as Proven by the 
Bible and H istory of the Past Twenty-five Centuries.

Ο η α γ . I outlines vividly the relation that existed between “ Christianity and the Roman Empire.״ 
C h a p . II distinguishes between “ What is due to God and what to Cæsar.״
Ch a p . Ill shows for what purpose the “ Powers that Be ״ are ordained.
Ch a p . IV  ab ly  discusses “ The Religious Attack upon the United States Constitution, and Those 

Who Are Making it.״
Ch a p . V unmasks “ Religious Legislation,״ calling special attention to the Blair Sunday Bill now 

pending in Congress.
Ch a p . VI is devoted to the “ Sunday-Law Movement in the Fourth Century, and its Parallel in the 

Nineteenth.״
Chap. VII shows The Workings of Sunday Laws when they are enforced.

These chapters, with the Declaration of Independence and the Constitut ion of the United States 
which are printed in Appendices C and D, make this treatise in d ispen sa ble  to every  lover  of
C IV IL  AND R E L IG IO U S  L IB E R T Y .

C iv il  G o v e r n m e n t  an d  R e l ig io n
Is a Pamphlet of 182 Large Octavo Pages, in English, Price 20 Cents; and in 

German, 228 Pages, Price, 35 Cents.
M I L L I O N S  O F  C O P I E S

Should be Placed in the Hands of Thinking People at once. It Clearly Defines what Position 
American Citizens should Sustain Toward the Effort now on P’oot to 

Secure Religious Legislation. Address,

Freedom and grace of motion cannot be ob- 
tained by those wearing a stiff corset.

Thousands of sensible women have laid aside 
their corsets and now wear our perfect substitute, 
“ Madame Salisbury’s peerless corset waist,״ or the 
hygiene bodice, perfect fitting, graceful, yet 
healthful.

L A D Y  C A N V A S S E R S
Make $5, to $8 per day selling our corsets, slioul- 
der braces, skirt supporting bustles, etc., send two 
cent stamp for illustrated pamphlet “ How to 
Dress Healthfully.’י
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JH E  NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW
This Pamphlet Contains the A rguments in Behalf of the Rights of 

American Citizens, and in Opposition to the Blair Sunday 
Rest Bill, which Mr. Jones P resented Before the Senate 

Committee on Education and Labor, December 13, 1888.
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And Mr. Jones’ comments make it more so. His argument is enlarged to what it would 
have been without Senator Blair's interruptions, objections, and counter arguments, and is accom- 
panied with answers to all of his objections and counter-arguments. As the Sunday question is 
now a living issue, this treatise will be interesting to all classes, especially Legislators, lawyers, 
judges, and other public men. The argument is based on Scripture and history, constitution and 
law, showing the limits of the civil power, the unconstitutionality of the Sunday bill, ail analysis of 
the Sunday laws and other religious legislation of the different States, the
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AND t h e

S u n d a y -L a w  M o v e m e n t  o f th e  N in e te e n th  C e n tu ry .
The Methods Used in Securing Indorsements to the Petition for the Blair Bill, 

and the Workings of Such Sunday Laws as are Proposed 
for the United States.

The Work Contains | Q2 P ages  and will be Sent Post-paid on Receipt of 250.

S en d  for  i t ! Read i t ! S en d  it to  Your Friends !
Address all Orders to
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Blair's Sunday Rest Bill and Joint 

Resolution, introduced December .׳/, 
188'J. (Exact copies, with notes). 
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Price, 1 cent.
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ious Persecution. Price, 1 cent.

A Religious Political Movement. Price, 
1 ceiit.

Arguments on the Breckinridge Sun- 
day Bill. The Object and Price of 
Exemption Clauses. Price, 10 cents. 

A Civil Sabbath. W hat It Amounts to. 
Price, 1 cent.

Union of Church and State. What 
Constitutes Such a Union f  Price, 1c.
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more and better religious instruction than 
they have received. In  th a t case, men 
and women having a genuine missionary 
spirit would have been sent among them, 
who would have labored from love of 
souls, instead of love for Uncle Sam’s 
dollars. The greatest service th a t civil 
government can possibly do genuine 
Christianity, is to let religious instruction 
and religious questions severely alone.

T h e  Central American correspondent 
of the New Y ork Sun, says: “ A move- 
ment is going on in all the five republics 
to close the shops and stores on Sundays. 
The m arkets and establishments where 
provisions are sold, will be opened during 
a certain part of the day.” A lthough the 
Roman Catholic Church has been dises- 
tablished in Central America, yet, th a t is 
the form of religion quite universally es- 
poused by the ruling classes; it is not 
likely to be difficult there, therefore, to 
obtain a formal observance of Sunday, 
enforced by law. To all who are experi- 
m entally acquainted, however, w ith Cen- 
tra l American life and manners, such a 
44m ovem ent” presents itself as a grim  
sarcasm on the mock Christianity of this 
whole politico-legal hypocrisy.

T h e  Christian Inquirer , a Baptist pa- 
per of this city, says:—

The Bible is the creed of Protestants. In this 
day when there is so much attention paid to con- 
fessions of faith, and so much said about a revision 
of creeds, the Church needs to swing back to the 
Bible as the supreme authority of doctrine and 
life, creed and conduct. Our battle will be shorter, 
sharper, more conclusive, and our victory surer and 
more glorious when we meet the hosts of infidelity, 
Romanism, and all sorts of falsehood and wicked 
ness, with the Bible only, in our hands. Our appeal 
must be to the Book 1 Every doctrine of men 
must be brought to the test of God’s word. If it be 
of God it will stand; if not, it will perish, and 
ought to perish.

That is good; the Bible ought to be in 
fact, as it is in theory, the creed of Prot- 
estants. But how about forcing “ the 
creed of Protestants ” upon everybody by 
the power of the State ? And if Protest- 
ants are indeed willing to bring every- 
thing to the test of the Bible, and if they 
believe tha t everything that is of God 
will stand, why do they seek to have 
some so-called Christian institutions bol- 
stered up by civil laws ?

T H E  A M E R I C A N  S E N T I N E L .
AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL,

DEVOTED TO

The defense of American Institutions, the preserva- 
tion of the United States Constitution as it is, 

so far as regards religion or religious tests, 
and the maintenance of human 

rights both civil and religious.
It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

towards a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact. 
S in g le  Copy , P e r  Y ea r , P ost- P a id , . . . .  $1.00.
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, . . . .  75c.
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, 5s.

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,
43 Bond St r e e t , N ew  Y ork.

Mail and Express , “ is thoroughly con- 
sistent w ith the practices of his church.
. . . In  Romanist countries Sunday is
usually a day of shows, and general dissi- 
pation. The priests are satisfied, if the 
people go to mass in the morning, and 
to confession occasionally, to have them 
desecrate the Sabbath in any way they 
please.” The gentleman who presides 
over the destinies of the Mail and Express, 
would be satisfied with nothing less than 
the devoting of the whole of Sunday to 
religious exercise and spiritual meditation, 
saving th a t he would probably allow am- 
pie time, for those who could afford it, to 
enjoy the usual Sunday dinner.

T h e  Methodists of U tah have adopted a 
strong resolution warning the people of 
the United States against Mormonism, and 
declaring th a t the radical cure fpr what 
they call the new and dangerous form  of 
Mormon rebellion, is to be looked for 
largely in the pending legislation in 
Congress. Commenting upon this a sec- 
ular paper remarks, th a t in this they 
“ appear to have fallen into an error in 
the language, at least, of their resolution. 
The resolution condemns Mormonism. 
But the Government of the United States 
has no war to wage against Mormonism. 
A part from polygamy, the rights of the 
Mormon Church in this country do not 
differ from those of any other church.”

Now th a t the national Government has 
taken charge of the landing of im m igrants 
at New York, a w riter in the M ail and  
Express is anxious tha t Congress should 
regulate the time of departure of steam- 
ships from foreign ports, so th a t they 
should not arrive and disembark their 
passengers here on Sunday. He thinks that 
if the national Government would notify 
steamship companies th a t after a given 
date im m igrants would not be allowed to 
land on Sunday, there would be no trouble 
in obtaining compliance w ith such a regu- 
lation. 44 This when accomplished, ” lie ex- 
claims, “ will be another point gained in 
favor of Sabbath observance.” How nu- 
merous, and how wonderful are the ways in 
which it is sought to commit Congress to 
Sunday legislation!

R e f e r r in g  to the fact th a t the Gov- 
ernment has been for years granting 
money to various denominations, for the 
education of certain Indians, the World 
asks: “ W hat business has the United 
States to engage in religious proselyting 
of the Indians, when its policy towards 
them  for a hundred years lias been rob- 
bery and extinction ? ” Only one answer 
can be given, namely, th a t the United 
States has no business whatever to en- 
gage in any such work. If the Govern- 
ment had let the religious education of 
the Indians alone altogether, it is highly 
probable th a t they would have received

New Y ork, August 7, 1890.

N o t e . -  A ny  on« receiving1 the A m erican  S en t in e l  without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend, unless plainly marked “ Sample copy.1’ It is our invari- 
able rule to send out no papers without pay in advance, except 
by special arrangement, therefore, those who have not ordered 
the S e n t in e l  need have no fears that they will be asked to pay 
for it simply because they take it from the post-office.

T h e  Press, of this city, suggests th a t 
when lightning struck the Metropolitan 
Museum of A rt, one Saturday night, it was 
doubtless try ing  to open the door, so that 
working people could get into the museum 
on Sunday.

On Ju ly  8, Senator Sherman presented 
in the Senate, petitions “ numerously 
signed,” from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Maine, Pennsylvania, New York, Iowa, 
Kansas, Vermont, and Michigan, praying 
for an acknowledgment of A lm ighty God, 
and the Christian religion, in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. The petitions 
were referred to the Committee on Judic- 
iary. ________ ^ ________

J u d g e  P e n n y p a c k e r , of Philadelphia, 
in the case of an appeal from the justice 
court, by W illiam  R. W aldm an, a barber, 
convicted and fined for Sunday-shaving, 
has affirmed the conviction w ith a long 
opinion, in which he bases his affirmance 
upon a law of 1794, which provides a fine 
of four dollars “ for the performance of 
any worldly employment on the Lord’s 
day, commonly called Sunday.”

A Ca l if o r n ia  paper, the Citrograph, 
notes the fact tha t Congress is being 
flooded with petitions for the closing of 
the Chicago W orld’s Fair, on Sunday, 
and says: “ Should this be done, hundreds 
of thousands of workers will be 'debarred 
from visiting the exposition. These Sun- 
day-closing-petition signers can visit the 
exhibition any day they lik e ; but the poor 
laborer, the workingman whose daily toil 
just suffices to keep his family going, 
must either be debarred from seeing the 
sights of the fair altogether or go on 
Sunday. We certainly hope Congress 
will totally ignore these petitions. To do 
otherwise will be to work a great hardship 
on the toilers of Chicago and vicin ity .”

J u st  now, Cardinal Gibbons is in bad 
odor with the Mail and Express , because 
11e has said tha t he is in favor of opening 
museums and a rt galleries on Sunday, and 
that 4 4 apart from such religious exercises 
as each m an’s conscience may impose upon 
him, the day should be given up to such 
recreations as contribute to the physical, 
mental, and moral benefit and enjoyment 
of the people.” 44His position,” says the


